FISHERIES (IRELAND). 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 26 June 1862;— -for, 

COPY “ of the Reports and Minutes of Evidence taken by the Assistant 
Commissioner of Fisheries (Ireland) in the Month of November 1861, at 
Al/ilone, Ballymahon, and Limerick 


Office of Public Works, \ 
Dublin, 10 July 1862./ 


By Order, 

E. HORNSBY, Secretary. 


Limerick District — Close Season. 

Office of Public Works, 

Sir, Dublin, 30 December 1861. 

On the 8 th, 9th, 12th, and 13th of November I held public meetings at Bally- 
mahon, Athlone, Killaloe, and Limerick, to inquire into the propriety of a 
change of season for that part of the Limerick district comprising the River 
Shannon and its tributaries. 

I subjoin, for the Board’s information, the notes of evidence taken at those 
meetings. 

The application from the Conservators was to close all tideway fishing on 
12th July, and commence on 1st February, instead of, as at present, 12th August 
and 12th February. 

The netting in the fresh waters to cease on the 12th July, but not to com- 
mence till 12th February, instead of as at present, 12th August and 12th 
February. 

Angling to cease on 1st September, instead of as at present, on 15th Sep- 
tember. 

With respect to the latter there was a general concurrence of opinion, that 
angling season should continue as at present, from 12th February to 15th 
September. 

With respect to the question of netting, I would particularly call the attention 
of the Board to Mr. Alton’s and Mr. John Enright’s evidence. The general 
feeling in the whole district is that the Shannon is overfished. 

Mr. Alton swears, “ he has no hesitation in saying the Shannon has not the 
stock of breeding fish it ought to have ; from the great expenditure in protection 
it ought to produce a great deal more'fish, and the open season is quite too long 
for every kind of engine, in both tidal and upper waters ; the river ought to have 
ten times as much fish. If he were a weir owner he would stop on the 1st July, 
and he considers it would do the greatest service to the weir owners themselves ; 
he has not the slightest hesitation in saying if the weir owners stopped, even 
before July, they would he doing a great deal better for themselves. However, 
he thinks it would be a great hardship to stop the long-net men at the same 
time with the weirs ; he would give the long-net men three weeks longer than 
the weirs ; he considers the long-net men will gain immeasurably by giving up 
on the 1st August, and the weirs on 12th July.” 

Mr. John Enright, who is a practical fisherman at Castleconnell for 25 years, 
gave similar testimony as to the insufficiency of the stock of fish in the upper 
waters, and that the river was overfished. 

A proposition was made by Mr. Joynt, at Limerick, on behalf of the weir 
owners, to consent to stop fishing on the 12th July, and not to commence till 
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